TO  THE 


Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report,  1904. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I- 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1904.  The 
mortality  statistics  show  a great  improvement  on  those  of  tlie  preceding  5'ear — twenty-two  less 
deaths  having  been  registered— namely  the  small  number  of  63.  This  is  the  lowest  number 
on  record,  and  produces  a rate  of  mortality  of  i3'3i  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  which 
I reckoned  to  be ‘4561  at  the  middle  of  the  year.  Out  of  the  eleven  deaths  occurring  in  the 
Workhouse,  four  were  of  persons  belonging  to  other  districts,  this  reducing  the  number  of 
deaths  to  59,  and  the  annual  death-rate  still  further  to  the  very  low  and  satisfactory  figure  of 
12-93  per  1,000.  The  annual  rate  for  the  administrative  count}^  was  18-3  per  1,000. 

Corresponding  with  thediminution  in  the  general  death-rate  there  was,  I am  glad  to  say, 
also  a fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  registered  amongit  infants  under  one  3fear  of  age — there 
having  been  only  nine,  as  against  eighteen  during  the  preceding  year — giving  a rate  of  1-97  per 
1,000  inhabitants.  Three  of  these  deaths  were  ascribed  to  Premature  Birth,  and  only  one  to 
Bronchitis. 

Twenty-two  deaths  occurred  amongst  persons  over  65  \’ears  of  age,  the  two  oldest  being- 
a male  and  a female,  aged  respectively  86  and  85  j^ears.  Seven  persons  died  after  having 
passed  their  80th  year. 

Zymotic  or  Infectious  diseases  caused  onl}^  three  deaths,  namely  : — 


Measles 

..  ...  I death 

Whooping  Cough 

2 deaths 

Total 

3 deaths 

I am  glad  to  saj-  that  not  a single  death  was  registered  from  Diarrhoea. 

The  annual  Z3^motic  death-rate  was  onh^  equal  to  0-65  per  1,000  of  population — very 
much  lower  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  county,  w’hich  was  2-59  per  1,000. 

Disease  of  the  Respirator3^  Organs  onl3-  produced  four  deaths,  giving  a ver3^  low  annual 
rate,  namely,  0-87  per  1,000. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  accounted  for  seven  deaths,  or  1-53  per  1,000  of 
population. 

Heart  Disease  was  the  registered  cause  of  fourteen  deaths,  of  which  nine  occurred  over 
the  age  of  65  years. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  births  w-ere  registered  during  the  year,  or  28-28  per  r,boa 
inhabitants. 


For  the  purpo.se  of  comparison  the  following  table  may  be  interesting  : — 


Local  Rates 

per  1,000. 

County  Rates. 

1904. 

1903- 

1904- 

Birth-rate 

...  28-28 

24‘34 

35-6 

Death-rate 

...  12-93 

18-59 

18-3 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

...  0-65 

1-106 

2 -.39 

Phthisis  and  Tubercular  Disease  Rate 

1-53 

2-21 

1-99 

Respiratory  Diseases 

0-87 

2-43 

2-92 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Births) 

...  69-76 

163-63 

162- 

- -I 


* 


? -i:M 


,'f. 


. r 


\ 


II. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  sickness  the  past  year  may  be  considered  to  have  been  a 
^ood  one.  The  rate  of  general  sickness  was  only  above  the  average  during  the  first  four 
months  : after  that  it  gradually  decreased,  and  remained  low  for  the  rest  of  the  3'ear.  The 
excessive  amount  of  sickness  during  the  earlier  part  of  1904  was  due  to  the  prevelance  of  Lung 
Affections  and  Influenza,  particularly  amongst  old  people  and  children. 


Infectious  disease  on  the  other  hand  was,  I am  sorrj"  to  sa}',  unduly  prevalent  in  the 
town,  especially  so  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Altogether  sixty-six  cases  were  notified  to 
me,  namely’  : — 


Smallpox 
Diphtheiia 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 


1 case 

2 cases 
I case 

62  cases 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  66  cases 

The  single  case  of  Small-pox  occurred  earlj'  in  Jul}9  and  was  that  of  a man  who  had  left 
his  work  at  Long  Newton  to  seek  employment  at  the  Waterworks  in  Lunedale.  The  disease 
Avas  contracted  at  Long  Newton,  and  only  showed  itself  when  he  had  got  to  Barnard  Castle. 
I had  him  at  once  conveyed  to  the  Small-pox  tent  at  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital,  and  thus 
prevented  the  disease  from  spreading. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  both  in  Bede  Terrace  district.  On  investigation  it 
Avas  found  that  one  was  caused  by  a local  sanitary  defect,  and  the  other  one  to  have  been 
imported  from  Hartlepool. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  prevailed  in  the  town  all  through  the  year,  more  or  less.  The  first 
notification  came  from  the  North  Eastern  County  School.  On  iiiA^estigation  the  origin  of  the 
disease  was  traced  to  Rosedale,  a small  village  in  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  whence  the 
boy  had  come  to  school  already  infected,  and  so  spread  the  fever  amongst  his  companions. 
Altogether  28  cases  occurred  in  the  establishment.  The  first  case  in  the  town  proper  occurred 
in  the  month  of  MaA’,  and  the  infection  Avas  traced  to  the  neighbouring  village  of  Startforth, 
where  seA-eral  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  had  already  broken  out.  The  second  case  was  a little  child 
brought  from  NeAvcastle  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  with  the  disease  already  developed. 
The  infection  then  spread  to  all  parts  of  the  tOAvn,  and  in  order  to  stop  the  epidemic  the  day 
schools  Avere  closed  on  my  recommendation,  and  all  cases  that  could  not  be  properly  isolated  at 
home  were  removed  to  the  Council’s  Infectious  Hospital.  The  epidemic  AA'as  thus  checked  by 
the  beginning  of  July.  Isolated  case,s,  hoAvever,  continued  to  occur  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above  notifiable  diseases  there  was  a considerable  incidence  of 
Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  in  the  tOAvn  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and  it 
Avas  found  necessary  to  close  all  the  daj'  schools  for  several  weeks. 


Several  cases  of  Diarrhoea  occurred  during  the  month  of  September.  On  my 
recommendation  the  “Hints”  issued  by  the  County  Council  as  to  the  proper  feeding  of  infants 
AA'ere  distributed  in  the  tOAvn,  and  I think  Avith  good  result,  as  not  a single  death  AA'as  regi.stered 
from  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 


HI. 

With  regard  to  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  town,  and  the  methods  adopted  for  the 
preservation  of  the  public  health,  I may  say  that  I have,  as  far  as  possible,  inspected  the  whole 
of  the  area,  and  from  time  to  time  brought  before  you  certain  defects,  especially  with  regard  to 
priA’y  accommodation.  Most  of  the,se  have  been  remedied,  but  I am  sorry  to  say  that  nothing  has 
as  5^et  been  done  in  Burton’s  Yard,  where  26  persons  have  to  use  one  common  privJ^ 
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The  house  accommodation  in  the  town  is  fairl}^  satisfactory,  but  there  is  still  a dearth  in 
this  department  for  the  working  classes,  as  some  of  this  class  of  dwellings,  especially  in  the  older 
parts  of  the  town,  are  getting  out  of  repair  and  nearly  uninhabitable. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  Sewage  Farm,  have  worked 
satisfactorily,  but  these  will  have  to  be  enlarged,  as  the  town  is  increasing  in  size,  and  the  water 
closet  system  is  being  sub.stituted  for  the  old-fashioned  privies. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  town  has  been  generally  of  good  quality,  and  adequate  in 
quantity.  During  a dry  season,  however,  the  suppl}"  has  shown  a tendency  to  fail.  This  raises 
the  question  of  increased  storage. 

Dairie.s,  Cowshed.s,  and  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  in  most 
cases  found  quite  satisfactory. 

In  connection  with  the  methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  disease,  I am  glad  to  report 
that  the  hospital  has  proved  its  usefulness  in  checking  an  epidemic,  and  its  efficiency,  as  I was 
able  to  isolate  and  treat  in  it  twenty  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Small-pox  during  a 
period  of  three  months.  There  is,  however,  great  need  for  a proper  ambulance  carriage  for 
conveying  the  patients  to  the  hospital. 

Under  the  Inspector’s  supervision  efficient  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  on  all 
infected  dwellings. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has,  with  iny  approval,  brought  the  following 
nuisances  before  your  notice  : — 


I. 

Nuisances  relating  to  structural  defects  of  dwellings  ... 

6 cases 

2. 

Nuisances  relating  to  cow'sheds 

I case 

3- 

Nuisances  relating  to  ashpits,  privies,  and  water  closets 

15  cases 

4- 

Nuisances  relating  to  refuse  and  manure... 

14  cases 

5- 

Nuisances  in  connection  with  defective  yard  paving  ... 

3 cases 

6. 

Nuisances  in  connection  with  drainage  ... 

22  cases 

7- 

Nuisances  from  animals  improperly  kept 

2 cases 

8. 

Nuisances  in  connection  with  water  supply 

I case 

Total  ...  64  cases 


All  of  these,  with  two  exceptions,  have  been  remedied. 

With  i-egard  to  the  Workshops’  and  Factory  Act,  as  far  as  it  applies  to  the  public  health, 
1 have  made  several  inspections,  and  found  all  quite  satisfactory,  and  not  requiring  any  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Council. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER. 


PRINTED  AT  THE  “ TEESDARE  BIERCURY  ” OFFICE,  MARKET  PE.YCE,  BARNARD  CASTRE. 
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